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The boys and girls basketball teams both wrapped up their regular seasons last week on the 

hardcourts.  While the girls are now officially finished for the winter, the boys will be moving on 

to the District III playoffs. Thanks go out to Ty Snavely (girls basketball), Dave Coffey (boys 

basketball) and Earl Bright (wrestling) for their help and input regarding the reporting of the 

winter seasons for Raiderweb.   

LaSonda Dixon will now set her sights on building and training the Lady Raiders for the future 

following a difficult season. The girls team won just two games this winter and there is much 

work to be done between now and December for the first-year head coach.   

On the boys’ side, the Blue Raiders finished the regular season at 12-4 which included a Capital 

Division championship that broke a long titleless drought. Chris Bradford completed his third 

season as the head coach with the title and the number two seeding in District III-AAAA 

rankings.  

 

BOYS BASKETBALL  

Middletown 52, Trinity 28 

Of course, the big news came from the Blue Raiders’ rout of visiting Trinity on Friday afternoon, 

the victory giving the Middletown Area High School team sole possession of the Capital Division 

crown. A loss would have dropped the Blue Raiders into a tie with Susquehanna Township for a 

shared title. But the determined Blue Raiders would have none of that.   

The last division championship occurred in the 1992-1993 season and the win broke a 28-year 

drought as the Middletown squad put together a memorable season. Beating Trinity twice in 

the same season made the accomplishment even sweeter.   

Back on January 22 the Blue Raiders pulled off a rare win on the Shamrocks’ home court in a 53-

44 victory, and Trinity came to Middletown determined to exact a bit of revenge for that loss.  

But their plans fell apart early in the second period as the Raiders outscored their guests 18-10, 

and their woes were compounded by a 12-4 scoring advantage for the home team in the third.  

With the championship now within reach the Blue Raiders sealed the deal with a 14-8 fourth 

quarter to cap the rout. 

In the low-scoring opening period the Raiders led 8-6, with both teams going scoreless in the 

final three minutes.  Early in the second stanza, Tajae Broadie’s block led to a goal by Tymir 

Jackson and, following a Trinity turnover, freshman Tyson Leach hit his first of three 3-pointers 



to get the Middletown team moving. Leach, Jackson and Broadie each scored 6 points in the 

frame and the defense limited the Shamrocks to 10 total, giving the home team a 26-16 lead at 

the break. 

In the third the Shamrocks made just two of 9 shots while Jackson and Broadie put up a 

combined 12 points to stretch the Middletown lead to 38-20 heading into the game’s final 8 

minutes. From there the home team controlled the game and was never threatened and the 

Blue Raiders cruised to the victory and the division championship. Jackson scored a game-high 

17 points, Broadie added 11, Leach had 9, Derek Wall (filling in for Tony Powell) had 8 and T.J. 

Daniels and Julio Rodriguez added 7 for the winners.   

 

Middletown 47, East Pennsboro 42 

The championship winner was really set up earlier in the week in Middletown’s tense 47-42 

decision over visiting East Pennsboro on Monday.  One of the Blue Raiders’ four losses came 

against the Panthers (62-64) on February 12 and, for a while, it appeared as if the Panthers 

were heading for another win.  But a fourth quarter rally by the Raiders turned the game 

around and propelled the home team to its important triumph.   

Down 8-4 at the end of the first quarter and knotted up in a 20-20 tie at halftime, the Raiders 

trailed 34-32 at the end of the third period and set the stage for the exciting final 8 minutes.  

Broadie tied the score 20 seconds into the fourth but the Panthers ran off 6 straight points to 

take a 40-34 lead, putting a cloud of doubt for a Middletown win over the Raiders’ heads.   

Powell came to the rescue, however, to reverse the Raiders’ fortunes. He started off with a trey 

off a Broadie assist at 5:59, went low post for a bucket at 5:01 following a Panther miss and 

scored again after Tyson Leach tied up the ball for a possession change with 3:40 left.  The run 

put the Raiders up 41-40 and Wall sank two foul shots following a Panther turnover for a 43-40 

lead. The Raiders made just 1 of four free throws in 30 seconds and the Panthers scored with 54 

seconds left to draw within two and keep the game in doubt. But Broadie scored off a Daniels 

assist and East Pennsboro came up empty after that. Tate Leach’s steal and free throw with 13 

seconds left locked up the victory. Powell’s 23 points were a game high and Broadie finished 

with 15.   

Middletown 59, Boiling Springs 54 

Following their championship clinching win over Trinity on Friday, the Blue Raiders had to get 

right back into action on Saturday morning against visiting Boiling Springs. And the Bubblers 

came to within three minutes of pulling off an upset. Once again, however, the Middletown 

team showed its mental toughness and togetherness with a strong finish to turn back the 

Bubblers’ effort.   



With both Tony Powell and Tate Leach sitting out the game, the Raiders showed signs of an 

emotional hangover from the day before. Boiling Springs led 16-14 at the end of the first 

quarter, 27-25 at halftime and 44-38 heading into the fourth period to put pressure on the 

home team. And, with 4:40 left in the game the Bubblers led by five, 49-44.  Jackson’s trey at 

4:13 was big and his drive to the hoop with 2:22 left made it a one-point game, 52-51.   

Broadie’s drive following a Bubbler turnover and Wall’s single free throw following a miss, 

edged the Raiders in front 54-52 with 1:43 on the clock. Jackson converted another Bubbler 

miscue into a 56-52 Middletown lead with a minute left. Broadie and Julio Rodriguez made two 

late foul shots to lock up the win. Jackson scored 15 of his game-high 27 points in the deciding 

fourth quarter and the Blue Raiders won their 12th game of the season, setting themselves up 

for the upcoming district playoffs.   

 

GIRLS BASKETBALL 

Middletown 53, Steelton-Highspire 46 

The Middletown girls won their second game of the season in a 7-point victory at Steel-High on 

Wednesday.  Junior Makayla Claggett scored a game-high 25 points and freshman Peyton Attivo 

collected 14 to lead the Lady Raiders to the win. The Raiders got off to a good start and 

outscored the host Rollers 19-13 in the first quarter and led 31-25 at the break as both teams 

collected 12 points in the second.  

That 6-point advantage turned out to be a key in the win as the teams nearly matched each 

other point-for-point in the second half. Middletown collected 11 points in both the third and 

fourth quarters and the Rollers scored 21 after the halftime to keep it close. Messiah Cloud led 

Steel-High with 17 points in the loss. 

 

Other Games 

The two other games did not go well for the Lady Raiders. On Monday at East Pennsboro, the 

host Panthers avenged an earlier loss to Middletown with a 57-43 decision. Claggett’s game-

high 19 points were not enough to carry the youthful Middletown squad to a win. A 21-11 

scoring advantage for the host team in the final period broke open a close game and keyed the 

Panthers’ win.   

On Friday, the Lady Raiders were completely overwhelmed by Trinity, one of the top girls’ 

teams in both the Mid Penn Conference and District III. The Shamrocks blasted out to a 

crushing 36-7 lead in the first quarter and easily climbed to a 54-17 advantage by halftime. The 

Lady Raiders collected 20 second-half points but Trinity registered 38 in the same span to cruise 

to the one-sided victory. Ten Trinity players scored in the game, led by Anne Spila’s 21. 


